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	When considering what my personal philosophy statement as a future teacher many things came to my mind. I considered the teachers that I have seen in the past and what I thought about the environments that they created in their classes. That led me to think about what I would want to do the same or differently from those environments. It also got me thinking about what my purpose would be as a teacher. Working in these classes has really led me to develop my personal philosophy as a future teacher.
	I believe that my grander purpose of education in a democratic society and community is that every child has a chance to receive an education that fits their needs and purposes. According to the National Association of Special Education Teachers “We now accept the fact that learning is a lifelong process of keeping abreast of change. And the most pressing task is to teach people how to learn.” All children deserve the chance to learn the same material and the only way that can happen is if they have an education system that meets their needs. Living in a democratic society means that every person in our society has a voice and I think that an important part of that voice is the equal opportunity for education. Every child in our society deserves to have the right to learn no matter what needs to be done to make that possible for the students. Also, the role of the teacher in the classroom is very important to this idea of education.  I believe that the teacher’s role in the classroom is to provide an environment and lesson plan that enables every student to have equal opportunity to learn. The environment that a teacher creates is really important to student learning because if the teacher does not create a supportive and caring environment for the students, they will be less likely to feel comfortable enough to truly learn and take in the information presented to them. Also, the teacher should always make a lesson plan that suits every student in the class. If you do not do this then some students will not have the same opportunity to learn that the others did. Both of these are very important factors in teaching and I will try my best to fulfill these duties when I become a teacher.
	I believe that students learn best when they are in an environment that makes them feel safe, cared for and comfortable. I also think they learn best when they have a lesson plan that suits their specific needs.  According to Creating a Warm and Inclusive Classroom Environment: Planning for All Children to Feel Welcome “The type of classroom environment that a teacher creates and encourages can either increase or decrease a student's ability to learn and feel comfortable as a member of the class. The classroom environment should do as much to foster cooperation and acceptance as the teaching methods that the teacher uses.”  In a good environment the students will feel like they can put themselves out there and this will help them to really learn what I am teaching. If the students do not feel this way in the classroom they will not be willing to put an effort into learning what I am trying to teach. Also, as I stated earlier, it is important that the lesson plans that I create suit the needs of every student. Each student should be able to learn in the way that best suits their needs and gives them the best results.  If they are forced to learn in a way that doesn’t fit their particular needs they will not get good results and will only become frustrated with themselves and school in general. However, if you create a lesson plan that suits the needs of every student they may be able to have better success in learning and will enjoy schooling more. Also my goals for my students will be that they can work to truly learn the information needed and that they will grow in the areas that they need to improve on. Also, I would like them to overcome or take small steps to overcome the things that may be holding them back in school. Overall, my main goal for every student that enters my classroom is that they feel like and are successful students and people. 
	I believe that a successful teacher should be knowledgeable on the subjects they present, creative, understanding, innovative, caring, respectful, and fun. As stated in Teach, by Janice Koch, it is important to explore your “goodness of fit” as a teacher. (pg. 11) It is important that a teacher has, or strives to have, the qualities that will make them successful at teaching, and their students able to learn. A teacher should be very knowledgeable because if they do not fully understand the subject, how can they be expected to teach the students about these things. Also, if a student asks the teacher a question about the subject they should know how to answer that question or how to find the answer to that question for the student. The teacher should not be expected to know the answer to every question a student may ask but they should have the ability to find the answers. A teacher should also be creative because creativity can make a boring lesson out of the book into something fun and exciting that will engage the students and make them want to learn. A teacher should be innovative because when faced with many different learning needs, a teacher would need to be able to make lesson plans that suit the students and these lesson plans may not be similar to ones that are already out there so the teacher would need to be able to create something new to meet those needs. Finally a teacher should be understanding, caring, respectful and fun because those attitudes will help make the students feel safe and comfortable in your classroom environment. 
	In conclusion, all of these things are very important to my philosophy as a future teacher.  I do believe that all students can learn. It is the teacher’s job to find the ways that suit each student’s different learning needs and this will make it so every student can learn.  My thoughts on diverse learning needs are that a teacher should do whatever it takes to ensure that all of the students in their class have their learning needs met. It is the teacher’s job to present the material in a way that makes it understandable for every student’s learning needs not the student’s job to learn it in the way the teacher presents it. All of these ideas   are very important in shaping me into the teacher that I plan to become. I will always keep them in mind when I am creating my classroom and my lesson plans for the students once I become a teacher. These are my personal teaching philosophies and they will continue to grow and evolve as I move closer to my goal of becoming a teacher. 
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