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Introduction
	For my case study I chose to meet with my niece. Her name is Amaya-Rain Diamond and she is four years old. Amaya is in preschool and she really enjoys school and the activities she does while there. Amaya does very well in school and she was excited to get to be a part of my school and to help me with my “homework”.  She is a very happy, energetic and bright child. She is shy around people who she doesn’t know but opens up after a few minutes. She has a very unique personality for such a young child and she has a huge imagination. Amaya is my brother’s girlfriend’s daughter so I am very close with her. I am also close with her mother and her mother’s family; so there are many people who are close to the child that I can talk to. 
Goal
My goal for this study is to determine if Amaya is considered developmentally appropriate according to the developmental theories. I also plan to determine the importance of art in her life and the amount of importance that her parents place on art. Through this experience I hope to learn about the developmental theories and whether those correlate with the pieces that Amaya creates. Through the study of this information I also plan to learn the importance of art in the life of the child and her family.
Meetings
	I have met with Amaya to create her art and discuss it a total of three times. Each time we spent about an hour together in which she created her picture and talked to me about it.  During my visits Amaya was generally very happy to be helping me and she was always very eager to draw something for me. She was also very excited to answer my questions and really put a lot of thought into her responses. I think that Amaya really enjoys making art and she puts a lot of importance on it. Also, from talking to Amaya and her mom I can see that Amaya is often encouraged to create art and her family puts importance on it as well. Amaya has her own art table at her house and she has a number of art supplies to work with as well. From this I can see that art is important to both her and her mom because she devotes an entire corner of her room to making art. Also, whenever Amaya wants to do something nice for someone she goes to her art table and creates something for them. This shows me that she holds art as something very valuable. Amaya loves to give her art as gifts for people and I think this shows how much she truly enjoys art and believes it to be of great value.
Meeting 1: 11/2/12
 We met at my house and she created her art and talked to me about it while sitting at my kitchen table. During this meeting we were the only people at my house and she was able to do the project without any disruption or distractions. I asked her to draw me a picture of anything that she wanted. My only suggestion was that she color the entire page with her picture if she could.  She was very excited about her picture and she really liked the way it turned out. When I asked Amaya what she drew she said “It’s a hand that’s colored in. There is a glove around it. I also drew another glove on the back and a tent” (See fig. 1). I also asked her if she enjoyed drawing and she said “Yes, cause it’s fun. You get to make shapes like hearts, your name and pumpkins. And princesses.” When asked if drawing is important Amaya replied “Yes, cause you have to, Just cause.” Finally I asked her who asks her to draw and she replied “My mom. Cause I make her stuff she likes it.” This meeting was held on a gloomy day which didn’t seem to affect her mood but could be the reason behind her drawing gloves. I am not sure what prompted her to draw a tent but it could have been because her family often likes to go camping.
Meeting 2: 11/11/12
This meeting was also held at my house while sitting at the kitchen table but there were more distractions for her because my family was home with us. Once again I gave Amaya the opportunity to draw anything she wanted as long as she colored the entire page if she could. She was very happy with her drawing and she loved answering questions about it. I asked her what she drew and she said “A hand with scribbles and that’s all” (See fig. 2). When asked why she drew that she said “Because that’s my hand and my hand is little.” When asked about the importance of drawing she replied “It is important to draw in the lines.” Finally, when asked why it is fun to draw she said “Because you get to scribble all over.”   This day was a rainy one but she didn’t seem affected by it. Amaya was very into her drawing today and spent a great deal of time working on it. She wanted to make sure it was perfect for me and tried her best to make a good drawing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting 3: 12/2/12
	The final meeting that I had with Amaya was at her house. During this meeting the only people at the house were Amaya, her mom and I so there was not a great deal of distraction. However, she had just returned from her dad’s house that day so she was very excited and energetic that day. Amaya decided to draw a Christmas tree for her last piece (See fig. 3). When asked why she drew a Christmas tree she replied “I drew it because I thought it would be fun.”  When I asked her if she was happy with her drawing she said “I love it!” Finally, I asked her if there was anything else she wanted to tell me about her drawing and she said there was nothing else to tell me and she had to go paint now. It was a cloudy day when I visited her but I don’t think this affected her mood too much. She seemed to be acting very regularly for herself. One thing that I think affected her drawing was the time of year. Because Christmas is getting closer there is a lot of talk about it and her house is decorated. I think this is why she chose to draw a Christmas tree for her project. If it were not this time of year I don’t believe that Amaya would have drawn a tree so I think that Christmas had a great effect on what Amaya decided to draw. Because Amaya was so excited to be back at her mom’s house I think she was rushing her drawing a bit. Her work seems to be less detailed this time than it was during my other visits with her and she seems to have drawn it in a more haphazard way (See fig. 3).
Conclusion
	I believe that Amaya’s drawings correlate very closely with the popular developmental theories of Piaget, Lowenfelder, Read and Eisner. Amaya is four years old so she would typically be placed in Piaget’s lack of size and shape stage, Lownefelder’s scribbling stage, Read’s scribbling period and the period of line with circle, and Eisner’s category 1. Amaya’s drawing correlate with Piaget’s theory in that her drawing often lack a sense of size and shape of an object.  We can see this in each of her drawings. For instance, if you refer to figure 1 you can see that Amaya has drawn her hand as a series of circles and swirls. You can clearly see from this drawing that the size and shape of her hand is not correctly represented. The tent that is drawn on the back has a shape that is more correctly drawn but the size of the tent is quite large compared to the rest of the drawing.  Also, if you refer to fig. 2 you can see that Amaya created a drawing of her hand. The drawing depicts her hand as far larger than the size of her actual hand. Also she drew her hand as being very short and wide which is not true of her actual hand. Finally, you can see that her fingers in the drawing are far shorter than the finger on her hand would be. They are also very wide when her fingers are very small in actuality. Finally, if you refer to figure three you can see that both the size and shape of the Christmas tree are off. Amaya chose to represent the Christmas tree as a circular shape which is off from the actual rectangular shape of most trees. Also, the sizes of the ornaments that Amaya drew on her tree were very large in proportion to the size of the tree. As you can see each of Amaya’s drawing very closely correlate with Piaget’s theory of lack of size and shape for children around four years old. Amaya’s drawing also correlate with the theories of Lowenfelder. I think that Amaya most closely correlates with Lowenfelder’s theory of controlled scribbling. If you refer to figure one you can see that Amaya has drawn circles, as well as swirls. She has also managed to draw lines and is careful about drawing around the areas in which she has already drawn. Also, you can see that she is careful about coloring away from the edges of the paper so that she doesn’t color outside of the lines. When Amaya was creating this drawing she used smaller marks, used the motion of her wrist to color and watched herself scribbling. Finally, as you can see Amaya repeated many of the shapes that she was coloring on this picture. Figure two also has some correlations with this theory. As you can see Amaya was careful not to draw in areas which she has already colored on the picture. Also you can once again see that Amaya is drawing circles and lines, often repeating these shapes.  Though this time Amaya colored closer to the edge of her picture she was still very careful not to draw outside of the lines. Amaya used short lines, and wrist actions when she drew this picture, as well as, watching herself create this picture. Finally you can see the connection with Lowenfelder’s theory in Figure three because Amaya drew repeated circles. She also drew carefully inside the lines of both the paper and the tree outline that she created. Each of Amaya’s drawings closely correlates with Lowenfelder’s theory of controlled scribbling. Amaya’s drawing also follow the theory of Read. Read’s theory of the scribbling stage and the stage of line with circle are very clearly depicted in Amaya’s drawings. As you can see each of Amaya’s drawings include scribbling aspects to them.  Also, Figure three has a very good example of the circle with line theory. Amaya chose to draw the ornaments on her tree as circles with lines coming out the top of them. Finally, Amaya’s drawing also follow Eisner’s theory of category one, which is described by no horizon line, and floating morphemes. When looking at figure one you can see that Amaya drew her hand floating in the very middle of her paper. Also, the tent that she drew on the back side of figure one is placed at the top of the page making it look as if it’s floating. Finally, if you look at figure three you can see that Amaya chose to draw her Christmas tree in the middle of her paper. Each of Amaya’s drawings look to be in the middle of her paper as if they are floating and this directly correlates with Eisner’s theory. As you can see Amaya very closely follows the developmental theories of Piaget, Lowenfelder, Read and Eisner. Her artworks are consistent with the characteristics that are described by these theories for children her age and her techniques also follow these theories. Through this case study I have found Amaya to be developmentally appropriate for those her age. Also, I have learned that Amaya and her family place value on art and she really enjoys creating art. This case study has allowed me to reach my goal of determining if Amaya was developmentally appropriate and what value she placed on creating art.












Amaya’s Artworks
Figure One: Gloved Hand and Tent
Figure Two: Hand with Scribbles
Figure Three: Christmas Tree
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